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The European Parliament, 
- having regard to the UN declaration on human rights, 
- having regard to the European Convention on Human Rights, 
- fearing that: 
forced labour is being used in the USSR to build the projected 
USSR-Western Europe gas pipeline,. 
that nearly 100,000 convicts who are being used, according to 
reports, include 10,000 political prisoners, many of them women, 
and that they are working under inhuman conditions as regards 
climate, lodging, food and medical care, 
having regard to the political and economic importance of the gas 
pipeline transaction. 
convinced that human rights must not be subordinated to economic 
and political convenience, 
- aware that, in the past, the USSR has often used forced labour for 
large-scale construction projects, 
1. Calls on the Commission and the Governments of the Member States 
concerned to investigate the accusation which has gained 
currency amongst the European public that fbrced labour is being 
used for the construction of the gas pipeline; 
2. Calls on the Commission and the Council to report to the 
European Parliament on this matter without delay; 
3. Requests that the implementation of the gas pipeline agreement 
be suspended until this accusation has been investigated; 
4. Considers it essential that the gas pipeline project should not 
be carried out if this accusation proves justified; 
5. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the 
Commission, the Council and the Governments of the ten Member 
States of the European Communities. 
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